ment. It deals with the treatment and the fate of 4,526 patients suffering from malignant'disease seen in this hospital during the five years under review; Its object is to place on record the whole experience of St Bartholomew's in the treatment of cancer during this period.
One 'candid criticism' of the report is that much of the detail has been based on a retrospective study of the original material made some five to ten years after the event. The editors acknowledge this and admit that they are themselves conscious of what they describe as 'the many shortcomings of this their first attempt at a follow-up report'. But apart from the fact that the report is largely based on a retrospective study, all the rest of the foundation of this massive work seems well and truly laid. A book such as this, with carefully documented records expressing the experience of a London teaching hospital, is obviously a valuable addition to cancer literature.
Hospital records like this will eventually be useful to the medical historian. Medicine is changing so rapidly that the period 1948-52 seems already to be receding into the past. Soon the question will be asked 'What did they do then?' It will be interesting to compare this first volume in the new series with the second volume which is already being planned to cover the five years 1953-57, and which is promised within a few years.
CUTHBERT DUKES Athletic Injuries by Lynn 0 Litton MD and Leonard F Peltier MD PhD pp x+222 illustrated 55s London: J & A Churchill 1963 This small book is not a medical textbook, being written for coaches and trainers, as well as for doctors attending athletic clubs and teams. To achieve a useful guide of this nature, couched in terms clear to the layman, and yet with enough clinical detail to satisfy the medical man in charge of the team, is extremely difficult. On the whole, the authors succeed in their task, the book being concisely set out, with clear headings and informative illustrations. The chapter on injuries of the knee is good, with admirable diagrams to show various aspects in the anatomy and clinical examination of the joint. Nevertheless, in a work of this nature, absolute accuracy is essential, and thereare several instances where this is not found. It is suggested that' late deformities followinig epiphyseal injuries are common, and the diagram 'on''p 27 is ve'ry confused, showing the big toe on the'same-side as the fibula. Inside the cover are drawings to illustrate normal limb movements; in these, the knee is shown to rotate when fully extended, plantar anddorsiflexion of the ankle appears to be due to swinging of the leg, with the foot immobile, and a quite excessive range of rotation with a dorsi-flexed ankle is shown. To the English reader, various terms in the text are ambiguous, e.g. plaster casts are referred to repeatedly as 'plaster, dressings'. The work can be recommended, albeit with reservations.
J N ASTON

Renal Transplantation by Roy Yorke Calne MS FRCS pp vii+ 190 illustrated 50s
London: Edward Arnold 1963 Transplantation of tissue and whole organs to restore a vital function crippled by disease has been the desire of clinicians for centuries. During the second quarter of this century research has started to unravel the major problems and in very recent years some advance has been made in overcoming the body's innate tendency to reject foreign tissue. One of the pioneers in this field is the author of this book, who introduced the use of drugs in experimental renal transplantation. He has divided the text into two parts: (1) 'A general consideration of tissue transplantation' containing two chapters on the biology of rejection and the prevention of rejection ofhomologous tissue. Both chapters are an excellent precis of current thought. (2) Five chapters devoted to 'Renal Transplantation'. Here the essential facts on the effects of transplantation of kidneys in both unmodified and modified human and animal recipients are stated. All physicians and surgeons interested in human transplantation will find a wealth of relevant data carefully analysed and digested. The recorded successes in clinical work are few and it is clear that renal homotransplantation is not yet a therapeutic procedure. However, cautious optimism does seem to be justified, for the immunological barrier will surely be broken. The final chapter on 'The Present Position' should, perhaps, have been omitted, for the conclusions are rather obvious and are now slightly out of date. Even so the book is recommended; but as the index is inadequate, it should be read from the beginning. F M PARSONS Food Hygieneashore and afloat by C P Collins DSC MD DPH ppvii+149 £1 7s6d
London: Pitman Medical 1963 Surgeon Captain Collins presents a mass of useful information in a relatively small book. Facts and recommendations are crisply recorded under adequate headings.
The first four chapters introduce the basic principles of -nutrition, personal idiosyncrasies and the major hazards of food contamination
